Museum planned to honor Gen. Spaatz

Reading Eagle: Susan Keen | Keith Seiwell, who is planning a museum to honor Gen. Carl A. Spaatz, with mannequins dressed in World War II Air Force uniforms.
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Reading Eagle: Susan Keen | Keith Seiwell wears the pins belonging to his grandfather.
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Reading Eagle: Susan Keen | Mannequins dressed in World War II Air Force uniforms.
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Reading Eagle: Susan Keen | Mannequins dressed in World War II Air Force uniforms.
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Reading Eagle: Susan Keen | A scarf doubles as a map of France in case a pilot was shot down by the enemy.
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Museum planned to honor Gen. Spaatz

Organizers hope to open the museum by late summer.

WRITTEN BY RON DEVLIN
BOYERTOWN, PA — 
Gen. Carl A. Spaatz, a Boyertown native who played a critical role in America's victory in World War II and was the first commandant of the Air Force, might be honored with a museum in Boyertown.

The Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Regional U.S. Army Air Corps Museum is proposed to be located in a building owned by the Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles.

Keith Seiwell, a retired Marine Corps colonel, is spearheading the effort along with the vehicles museum and community leaders.

"It will be a living testament to Gen. Spaatz," Seiwell said, "including what he did in his career and his visionary leadership."

Seiwell will provide details of the project April 14 at noon at a program in the Boyertown Community Library, 24 N. Reading Ave. An exhibit of mannequins clothed in outfits worn by B-17 and B-24 bomber crews in World War II will be on display in the library for about a month.

In a recent interview, Seiwell recounted Spaatz' accomplishments during World War II.

"Gen. Spaatz developed a strategic concept that provided victory for America in the air," said Seiwell, 61, a military historian who retired from the Marines in 2009 after 30 years of service. "General Dwight Eisenhower ranked Spaatz as being one of the two greatest generals of World War II."

Spaatz (pronounced Spots) commanded Army Air Corps units in North Africa, England and the Pacific.

He was the overall commander of the strategic Air Corps units that provided air support for the D-Day invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944. He also commanded the Army Air Corps unit that dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki on Aug. 6 and 9, 1945.

President Harry S. Truman named Spaatz chief of staff when the U.S. Air Force was established as a separate armed service in 1947.

Spaatz, a 1914 West Point graduate, served briefly in World War I.

"He was only in World War I for a month, but he shot down three German planes," said Bob Foy, 80, a Montgomery County antiques dealer who's providing uniforms for the museum.

From Jan. 1-7, 1929, Spaatz was part of a three-member crew that established an aviation record by keeping the airplane Question Mark aloft over Los Angeles for over 150 hours.

During the flight, the crew performed the first aerial refueling.

"Our ability to refuel in the air gave us a tremendous advantage over Russia during the Cold War," Seiwell said. "And it all started with Gen. Spaatz."

Phil Fleck, vice president, said that the museum of vehicles has set aside part of a building on Warwick Street for the Spaatz museum. The building houses historical vehicles under restoration.

"We're pretty excited about the project," Fleck said.

As envisioned, Seiwell said, visitors to the Spaatz museum will be able to experience what aviators underwent on a bombing mission in World War II.

Wearing World War II uniforms, visitors will be briefed on a mission and experience air flight in a theater equipped with video and surround sound.

"They will fly that plane with a joy stick, man the guns and feel like it was really happening," Seiwell said.

Participants can look through a bomb sight and engage in an escape and evasion exercise.

Seiwell did not reveal the cost of the museum, but said he is confident of being able to find financial backers. He hopes to open the museum in late summer.

Contact Ron Devlin: 610-371-5030 or rdevlin@readingeagle.com.

