Ceremony honors Boyertown's Gen. Carl A. Spaatz





 Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty | The bust of Gen. Carl A. "Tooey" Spaatz that was unveiled Thursday at the State Theater in Boyertown. Jerry McKenna, a retired Air Force colonel from Texas, sculpted the bronze figure.
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 Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty | Cadet Col. Brendan Webber gives the insignia from his Spaatz Award to Ruth Thomas and Katharine Gresham, granddaughters of Gen. Carl A. Spaatz, for whom the award is named. Webber spoke at the ceremony Thursday to rename Route 562 between Boyertown and Yellow House the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Memorial Highway.
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 Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty | A section of Route 562 between Boyertown and Yellow House was renamed the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Memorial Highway.
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 Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty | From left, sculptor Jerry McKenna, Katharine Gresham and Ruth Thomas, granddaughters of Gen. Carl Spaatz, with the unveiled bust of Spaatz Thursday at the State Theater in in Boyertown.
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 Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty | Ruth Thomas, left, and Katharine Gresham, both grandchildren of Gen. Carl Spaatz unveil the sign naming the highway for their grandfather. To the right is Rep. David M. Maloney.
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 Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty | A bust of Gen. Carl A. "Tooey" Spaatz by sculptor Jerry McKenna.
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 Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty | A section of Route 562 between Boyertown and Yellow House was renamed the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Memorial Highway.
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 Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty | Ruth Thomas, left, and Katharine Gresham, both grandchildren of Gen. Spaatz in the audience during the ceremony Thursday at the State Theater in Boyertown.
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 Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty | The Civil Air Patrol Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Composite Squadron presents the colors at the start of the ceremony Thursday.
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Ceremony honors Boyertown's Gen. Carl A. Spaatz

A section of Route 562 was renamed after the World War II commander.

WRITTEN BY RON DEVLIN
BOYERTOWN, PA — 
It's fairly well known that Gen. Carl A. Spaatz, a Boyertown native, was a pioneer of air warfare and architect of strategic bombing that many believe was a decisive factor in America and its allies winning World War II.

Just how important a role Spaatz played became even more apparent in a video shown Thursday night at a tribute in Boyertown's State Theater.

Spaatz was shown with Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, supreme commander of allied forces in Europe and later president of the United States. He's seen with presidents Harry S. Truman and John F. Kennedy.

And on the cover of Time magazine in 1947, when Truman named him the first chief of staff of the newly formed U.S. Air Force.

What was it that drove the son of a Boyertown newspaper publisher to, against considerable odds, leave such a remarkable legacy?

"Was it some kind of secret sauce?" asked retired Marine Col. Keith Seiwell, director of the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Regional Military Museum.

Answering his own question, Seiwell said, "Heredity deals the cards and environment plays them. You are the environment, Boyertown."

About 100 people attended the State Theater program, organized by the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Memorial Committee.

Katharine Gresham of Washington, D.C., and Ruth Thomas of Chevy Chase, Md., unveiled a bust of their grandfather.

Jerry McKenna, 80, a retired Air Force colonel from Texas, sculpted the bronze figure of Spaatz in his World War II uniform.

"I wanted to show him at the height of his fame in the 1940s," said McKenna. "I wanted to show his authenticity and humanity."

Earlier, a section of Route 562 between Boyertown and Yellow House, was named the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Memorial Highway.

"It's long overdue that we honor a hero of our nation," said state Rep. David Maloney of Oley, who moderated the program.

A sign designating the highway was unveiled in front of the Boyertown Inn at Routes 73 and 562.

"He didn't get the notoriety of generals Patton or MacArthur, but his contributions were just as important," said Gen. Michael J. Regan Jr., commandant of the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. "Spaatz devised a strategy that brought the Nazis to their knees and Japan to the surrender table."

Gresham, 73, a retired lawyer, remembered her grandfather as a quiet man who spoke little of his wartime experience.

"He was a lovely, lovely man," she said. "When he didn't need to be a general, he wasn't."

After retiring in 1948, Spaatz was a consultant to the Pentagon and wrote a column "Military Tides" for Newsweek.

Gresham, who's writing a book about Spaatz, said he was troubled about the number of civilian casualties in the bombing of Dresden in Germany and the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima - both of which he played a role in.

"He was deeply disheartened about the way air power was applied in World War II, particularly when it involved civilian casualties," Gresham said.

She hopes to publish her book in 2020, the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II.

At the State Theater, the Boyertown Alumni Ceremonial Band played the "Carl Spaatz March," written by George S. Howard in 1946.

Chris Boswell of Boyertown dressed as Spaatz in a World War II uniform, complete with four stars on its epaulets.

The Spaatz bronze will be displayed at the Boyertown Historical Society.

In a surprise move, Ruth Thomas donated Spaatz's mother's wedding ring to the historical society.

